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by any natural law we can bring to mind in any instance
of parturition throughout the animal kingdom. I find more
instances of prolapsus uteri where " bandaging after delivery"
is used, than where no bandaging is adopted.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Carlisle, July, 1855. WILLIAM REEVES.WILLIAM REEVES.

THE TURKISH CONTINGENT FORCE.
To the Edit()1’ of THE LANCET.

S]R,&mdash;It possibly may interest many of your professional
readers to hear, from an authentic source, how the large staff
of medical officers sent out within the last few months by
Government to Constantinople for the Turkish Contingent
Force have been getting on since their first arrival in Turkey.
As you doubtless are aware, the majority of these officers were
engaged by Dr. Macpherson, the Director-General, either in
London or Scotland, and as their services were urgently called
for, there was not much time allowed for making preliminary
arrangements. Others were engaged in Birmingham, and at
other provincial medical schools, by Staff-Surgeon J. Vaughan,
of the Indian army; and although by these means a consider-
able number of medical gentlemen were engaged in a very
short space of time, the choice, as experience is now proving,
was in almost every instance very fortunate. Some of the
juniors had, as a matter of course, but lately passed, and had
to begin the toils of an active life, with the cares and anxieties
attendant on professional avocations in a large camp, and where
disease, if not quickly stopped and assiduously attended to,
runs through the various stages in an incredibly short space of
time, very different to the usual class of complaints treated in
this country. The accounts just referred, to speak in the

highest terms of commendation of one and all; that they have
shown themselves to be a body of gentlemen emulated by high
and honourable feelings-a credit to the noble profession to
which they belong. But to quote one extract, out of many,
may suffice to prove what I have above stated:-

" The medical staff of the Turkish Contingent prove them-
selves first-rate men; they have shown themselves equal to the
present emergency, and have been well tried in the commence-
ment of their duties, with an Indian sun, and, as a matter of
course, not the most comfortable accommodation or covering.
The medical men have shown themselves made of good stuff,
and first-rate fellows. They are indefatigable in their exer-
tions, and work happily and contentedly, and will, I feel
certain, be of invaluable service wherever duty calls."

Statements like the above are very satisfactory, when coming
from parties on the spot, and well able to pass an opinion; and
doubtless the like encomium is applicable to all their medical
brethren serving their country with the army in the East; and
it is to be hoped that our Government will not, as has been
the case heretofore, overlook and pooh, pooh! the claims of
medical officers for rewards which they have deserved; but
not having telling influence in high places, they are generally
overlooked and forgotten.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
London, July, 1855. V.

THE DISPOLLUTION OF THE THAMES.
To the Edit07" of THE LACET.

SiR,-Several important facts are entirely overlooked in the
present discussion. By reference to that which took place in
the House of Commons last year, it is seen that a large sum of
money was granted to the Commissioners of Sewers to commence
the construction of two great outfall drains, and it was ex-
pressly stated, that if the money were not granted, the matter
would have to stand over another year, to the great injury of
the inhabitants.&mdash;_H’6MseM’a’, July 27, (7/M’omMe, Dat’ly News,
and Ad1’ertiser, July 28, 1854.
The Commissioners have raised, and hold the sum referred

to-viz., 300,000. They have solicited the submission of

plans, have received "a a variety of plans," as Sir B. Hall in-
formed Parliament on the 9th instant, and on the 18th of April
last, the general Committee of the whole Commission

 Resolved,&mdash;That it be recommended to the Court to order
that the reports and communications of the gentlemen under-
mentioned, having reference to the drainage of the metropolis,
or part thereof, be referred to a Committee of Engineers for
their consideration and report.
" Resolved-That it be recommended to the Court to order

that all reports and papers printed by the Commissioners, bear-
ing upon the question of the main drainage of the metropolis

be also laid before the proposed Committee of Engineers for
their information and guidance."

Since the month of April, however, no farther progress has
been made, although powers to purchase land for outfall works
could easily have been secured during the week required for
obtaining the consideration and report of a Committee of En-
gineers, and the works proceeded with at once, instead of being
delayed by having to pass through five new and distinct tri-
bunals, according to Sir B. Hall’s Bill, every one of which has
afresh to be informed on the subject.

July, 1855. &OElig;DILIS.

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have not forgotten my promise to send you informa-
tion on the treatment medical men experience at the hands of
the authorities in India. Circumstances have prevented my
seeing THE LANCET during a lengthened period. Time and
opportunity also have been wanting until now. You will,
however, I trust, continue to express an interest in the well-
being of the medical service throughout the dominions of the
Hon. East India Company.
My knowledge of the service is connected chiefly with that of

Bombay, which place, I believe, is the worst of the three Presi-
dencies to which a medical man can be appointed. The duties,
generally speaking, are more harassing, the remuneration is
less, the number and proportion of staff appointments greatly
less, and the mortality from climate by far the largest. A.
young medical man, once engaged, and sent out to this country,
cannot, should he feel disgusted and disappointed, give up the
service. He has expended his all, say a few hundred pounds,
in his education, outfit, and passage-money; landed from on
board ship, he must, nolens volens, set to work, and make the
best of his bargain. He soon sees that his residence here,
unless at an enormous sacrifice, must be for life; and before a
few months passes over his head, he will bitterly recall to mind
the pie-crust nature of the East India House promises, and in
his dreams for years he will see the honourable changed into
the horrible Company at Leadenhall-street.
There can be no doubt that the medical service is entered,

even at the present day, by many young men, under the
distinct impression that after seventeen years’ service in India
they can return home to otium cum dignitate on a retiring
pension of &pound;500 per annum. This has been the promise held
out, and the authorities still talk to young men of the immense
advantages conferred by the Government and medical retiring
pensions. Unfortunately, however, the truth is, that, for
some years past, the pensions, and not the pensioners, have
been retiring ! The Bombay fund has stopped payment alto-
gether, being &pound;20,000 in debt; and for years to come, until
this debt is settled, the managers have declared there can be
no new pensioners admitted on the list. Promotion, also, is of
course prevented. The Honourable Court inadequately support
the funds, still they brag of their value. Meanwhile, however,
there can be no greater mistake than entertaining the idea of
retiring after seventeen years from the service on anything but
starvation allowance. All the Presidencies, I believe, have
their funds in an equally embarrassed condition.
Bombay differs from Calcutta and Madras, in having an

"Indian navy." Into this service every medical officer is

pressed, and takes his turn, after he has passed his first year
on shore. He must serve two years on board ship, the delights
and advantages of which are seldom expatiated on at the India
House to the youthful candidates, lest they might, perhaps, be
too prone to entertain exaggerated ideas of the luxuries of the
East. But, in reality, the appointment of assistant-surgeon on
board one of those vessels is a real punishment. The small
cabin space on board, the tropical heat, the insolent and over-
bearing conduct of the commanders generally, is sufficient to
drive away all gentlemanly feeling, and love of science; study
of the profession is out of the question. Dr. Johnson’s defi-
nition of ship-board&mdash;a prison, with the chances of being
drowned&mdash;is nothing to service in the Indian navy. It is pur-
gatory in reality to an educated medical man.

After escape from the Indian navy, or obtaining release, as it
is phrased, the assistant-surgeon is employed in marching about
the country, in medical charge of detachments of troops. He
is seldom allowed to settle anywhere, beyond a few months,
until after a residence in the country of four years, during
which time he has been receiving, on an average, the pay and
allowances of a lieutenant, 225 rupees per mensem, equal to
&pound;22 10s., at the average rate of exchange, or two shillings per
rupee. On receiving medical charge of a native infantry regi-
ment, the assistant-surgeon is entitled to an additional allow-
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ance, provided he has passed in one of the native of
150 rupees, so that he has then 375 rupees per mensem, in all

equal to X366 per annum. On this rate of pay he continues
until promoted to the rank of surgeon, and which requires, on
an average, fifteen or sixteen years. As surgeon he has the
rank and pay of a captain conferred upon him, 374 rupees,
together with an allowance of 300 for medical charge of the
corps to which he is attached. This is equal to 674 rupees per
mensem, or .E808 16s. per annum. In this rank he continues
for twelve or thirteen years, when he may expect to be pro-
moted to a superintending surgeon, with the rank of lieutenant-
colonel, and a salary averaging 1650 rupees per mensem. The
next step is that of member of the Medical Board, to which
high station not more than one in fifty of those who enter the
service live long enough to attain. The salary of member is
2138 rupees per mensem, and they enjoy the rank of Major-
general.
The above rates of pay may seem liberal and large enough to

people at home, but when compared with other army appoint-
ments it is not the case. The allowances granted to medical i
men are subject to many drawbacks, so that he never has the
power to receive the full amount as set down above. For

example, on entering the service he is bound to subscribe to
the Medical Retiring Fund, to the Military Pension Fund, and
besides these he has mess subscription and donation, and band
subscription and donation, &c. &c., all to pay out of his monthly
allowances. It would be tiresome to enter more into detail;
but the compulsory contributions of this nature are on the
whole very considerable. In comparison with the military,
the medical officer in the junior grades has a little better pay,
but very little, and this is all the benefit; his prospects on
entering the service are inferior to those of a cadet, and he is
not better off in respect to retiring pensions. An ensign at the
age of sixteen receives 180 rupees per mensem; but then, if he
choose, he can compete for innumerable Staff appointments,
with allowances equal at least to the pay of a lieutenant. In

every regiment there are two Staff appointments, the adjutant’s
and the quartermaster’s, worth 500 rupees each, often held by
ensigns; and independent of this, half of the officers of every
regiment are absent on Staff employ, where the remuneration
is often better than 500 rupees. The other half, the "?’e/tMe," "
men of low ambition, and less intellect, to whom small pay is
sufficient, eat, and drink, and live, and do the few duties re-
quired of them until old enough to be pensioned. Another
great advantage the military enjoy is that of almost unlimited
leave for change of air, without any loss of their pay or allow-
ances. The colonel of a regiment, for example, can hand over
command to the next senior, and take two months in the year
without any loss or inconvenience; but the surgeon of a regi-
ment has great difficulty in obtaining leave at any time, and is
often mulcted of his charge allowance, 300 rupees. The East
India House Directory carefully notes a surgeon and an assist-
ant-surgeon to each regiment : but this is a wilful falsehood ;
there is never but one medical man with a native regiment,
and even European regiments are often left for months with
but one medical officer. The paucity of medical officers at

present is greater here than it ever was before; and at stations
where there is but one, it is hardly possible for him to obtain
any leave unless when disabled by severe sickness, and then
he loses his charge allowance entirely !

This is a long letter; but I have more to tell before the true
value of an Indian appointment can be known. The profession
at home ought to understand that all dreams of fortune, or
even of a comfortable independence, belong to the past, and
not to the present, circumstances of the Indian medical service.
If a medical man was able to retire unconditionally to his
native land, with a sum equal to X500 a year, after twenty
years’ service, the prospects of entering it would be cheering
indeed; but anything so fortunate is not to be had now, oi
even expected, so long as the Government at home, or theii
agents, continue to enforce the present harsh rules; and so lei
young men beware how they give credence to the dazzlin&eacute;
statements of pay and pensions put forth to catch them.

I will, with your permission, return to this subject at anothe]
opportunity. I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Bombay, 1,S35. AMICUS.

SURGERY OF THE WAR.

HEAD-QUARTER C41IP, BT2FOEE SEBASTOPOL,
July 2nd, 1855.

DR. HALL writes:-I regret to say that cholera and diarrhaea
continue to prevail in all the dis-isions of the army. They
have been rather on the increase of late, but the mortality

continues nearly the same. The admissions from all causes

during the week have been in the ratio of 7 ’89 per cent. to
strength, and the deaths 0’72 per cent. Last week they were
10’52 and 0’68 per cent. respectively.
The following tables give a summary of the frequency and

fatality of the most prevalent diseases:-

THIS WEEK.

LAST WEEK.

The cases of diarrheea have not only become more numerous,
but they do not yield so readily to treatment as they did at
first. 

-

Cholera made its appearance in two squadrons of the 10th
Hussars, which were detached on the 24th ult. to join Omar
Pasha’s army at a place called Vermoutka, about twelve miles
from Balaklava,, and two officers and two men have died.
The place where the 10th are encamped is on a slight

eminence in a punch-bowl valley abounding in springs and
rank vegetation. The place selected for the camp of the 10th
is dry, but they have been directed to remove to a higher
piece of ground, and the change has only been delayed on
account of the dampness of the ground from recent rains.
There is nothing in the site of the camp of the 10th that would
lead one to infer a visitation of cholera, nor is there in those
of some of the recently-arrived batteries of Artillery, which
have been carefully-selected, away from the more frequented
parts of the camp, and pitched on high and dry ground, and
yet they have not escaped cholera, which seems to hang about
and attack new comers. The Land Transport Corps have
suffered more in proportion than the troops, perhaps from their
not being under the strict control that soldiers are.
Some cases of gangrene have occurred amongst the wounded

in camp; but those that were sent down to the Castle Hos-
pital at Balaklava have done remarkably well, and in a few
days the hospital on the sea-coast, near the Monastery of St.
George, will be ready for the reception of sick. It has every
advantage of position and soil, and will, I trust realize the ex-

’ pectations that have been formed of it.

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SuRGEONS.&mdash;The following gentle-

men having undergone the necessary examinations for the
diploma, were admitted Members of the College at the meeting
of the Court of Examiners on the 13th inst. :-

CALLENDER, MICHAEL JAMES, Greenside, Durham.
; DuMAINE, CHARLES, Trinidad, West Indies.

FULLER, SAMUEL, Army.
HALL, JOHN, Caroline-place, Haverstock-hill.
HOLLAND, HENRY FREDERICK, Godalming, Surrey.
KIERNAN, LAWRENCE, Australia.
OGDEN, DAVID HENRY, Skipton in Craven.
SiMS, WILLIAM, Southampton. -

SPENCER, WILLIAM IsAAC, York-place, Portman-square.
THANE, CiiARLESSEYMOUR,Bayham-terrace,Camden-town.
TiMOTHY, PETER ViNCENT, Australia.
WELLS, FREDERICK JOHN, Victoria-road, Pimlico.


